2. Faith and Works
The man sat alone in a tower, deep in thought. By the 7lickering light of a candle he read the words
over and over again, scarcely able to believe the wonderful news that they contained.
All of Martin Luther’s life, he had been taught that there was no such thing as a sure and certain
path to heaven. From an early age, he learned that the only way a person might be saved was to live a pious life and do as many good works as possible. However, after spending years as a monk fasting, praying,
and trying to follow God’s Law, Luther felt no closer to God than when he had begun. He knew God demanded perfection, and he knew he was nowhere close. He had begun to despair.
But now, as he read passages from Romans and Psalms, Luther discovered a teaching which 7illed
him with hope. “No one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by observing the Law. . . and yet, righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe!” The good news of Jesus
been covered up by the church for centuries, but Luther found it in the place where it had always been: the
pages of Holy Scripture.
Years later, Luther would write about this night, “Now I felt exactly as though I had been born
again, and I believed that I had entered Paradise through widely opened doors.” Luther’s “Tower Experience” was not an emotional moment of “giving his life to Christ”. . . rather, it was the realization that by
grace, God had given Christ’s life to him. There was a sure and certain path to heaven, after all.

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this not from yourselves; it is the gi> of God – not
by works, so that no one can boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9)

In our last lesson we learned what God says about sin and grace. Today we will turn our a/en0on to two related concepts: faith given through the Holy Spirit, and works done out of love for Jesus.

WHY ARE SOME SAVED AND NOT OTHERS?
1 John 2:2 He is the atoning sacriﬁce for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of
the whole world.
Jesus provided enough forgiveness for everyone in the world to be saved. However. . .
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John 3:16 . . . . whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
Mark 16:16 . . . .whoever does not believe will be condemned.
The diﬀerence between those who are saved and those who are condemned has to do with something the
Bible calls faith. Let’s talk about what faith is, and what it isn’t.

James 2:19 You believe there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that – and shudder.
Romans 10:10 It is with your heart that you believe.
Psalm 78:22 They did not believe in God or trust in his deliverance.
Faith is more than “head-knowledge.” We might call it “heart-knowledge.” If I have faith, that means I don’t
just know that Jesus died to save the whole world – I also trust that Jesus died to save me.
Does the strength of our faith save us? Or does the object of our faith (Jesus Christ and his righteousness)
save us?
Illustra0on: Snakebite

WHERE DOES FAITH COME FROM?
Ephesians 2:8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith -- and this not from yourselves, it is the gi> of God.
1 Corinthians 12:3 No one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.
Romans 10:17 Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the
word of Christ.
2 Timothy 3:16-17 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcVng
and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every
good work.
Faith doesn’t come from ___________
Faith does come from _______________, through _______________________________.
Psalm 65:3-4 (King David wriLng) When we were overwhelmed by sins, you forgave our transgressions. Blessed are those you choose and bring near to live in your courts!
John 15:16a (Jesus talking w/ disciples) You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed
you so that you might go and bear fruit.
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Thessalonians 2:13,14 (Paul wriLng to ChrisLans) From the beginning God chose you to be
saved through the sancVfying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth. He called you to
this through our gospel, that you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Many ChrisJans believe they “chose” or “decided” to come to faith. Yet from Old Testament Jmes all the
way to New Testament Jmes, what is the only choosing the Bible speaks of in this maOer?
Why must God be the one to choose us, and not the other way around?
Discuss the following diagram, especially the blank boxes. Why is this teaching so diﬃcult for us to grasp?

X

X

Think carefully before answering. . . . . are human beings born with free will?

THE ROLE OF GOOD WORKS
Ephesians 2:8-9 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this not from yourselves, it is the gi5 of God – not by works, so that no one can boast.
Romans 11:6 And if by grace, then it is no longer by works; if it were, grace would no longer be
grace.
GalaLans 5:4 You who are trying to be jusAﬁed by law have been alienated from Christ; you
have fallen away from grace.
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What percentage of our salvaJon depends on God’s grace? What percentage of our salvaJon depends on
our own good works?

Some have asked the quesJon, “If good works don’t save us, then why would we ever do them?” God’s
Word provides a number of answers. . . . .
1 John 4:19 We love because he ﬁrst loved us.
2 Corinthians 5:14-15 For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for
all, and therefore all died. And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.
GalaLans 5:22 The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.

Why is the picture of fruit growing from a tree a helpful way to describe the role of good
works in the life of a Christian?

Note the following verses on where the power for doing good works comes from:
Philippians 2:13 It is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.
John 15:4-5 No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can
you bear fruit unless you remain in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in
me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.
Where does our ability to do good works come from?
We said that God gets all the credit for the forgiveness of our sins. We said that God gets all the credit
for our faith. Would we say the same thing about our good works?
14

Taking it Deeper
Respond:
“So let me get this straight. . . you’re saying that if a person goes to hell, it’s all their fault, but if a
person goes to heaven, all the credit goes to God?”

Agree or Disagree:
Jesus paid for the sins of those people who are in hell.
A good pastor will bring many people to faith.
You can’t live a perfectly holy life until you become a Christian.
Once saved, always saved.
Discuss:
You can say that a person who trusts in Buddha, Allah, or Vishnu has faith. You could even say
that they have strong faith. But if you say that, how are you deTining faith? Would you say that
this person has “saving faith?”
How can my faith in Jesus be strengthened?
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